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vision to which he has referred. It will
mean in practice that no person will be able
to get a license without the municipality re-
ceiving full value for it. The land will be
specially sold for that purpose or specilly
leased, unless in the meantime we have pro-
hibition altogether, in which casc there will
be no licenses at all, [ appreciate what the
Lon. member said in regard to the construe-
tion of roads in front of Government pro-
perty, but 1 do not see that any provision
could be ineluded in a Bill such as this to
compel the municipality to do anything, The
matter raised by Mr. Ewing in regard to
Subelanse 8 of Clanse 40 can be discussad
in Committee. The agreement referred to in
Clause 47 was an agreement made in 1913,
and the basis of it was an estimate that cur-
reut could be manufactured at .52d. There
fore it was thought quite safe to make the
agreement with the Perth Municipal Couneil
te seil to them at .75d. What has happened
ia that the estimate has not materialised, and
it appears to have been 2 bad bargain from
the point of view of the Btate, but a good
hargain from the point of view of the muni-
cipalicy, when the rate was fixed for a period
of 30 years. Personally, I realise fully the
extent te which the muunicipality of Perth
was prejudieed by the acquiring of the tram-
ways by the Government, and cousequently—
I am speaking for myself—I take no ex-
ception to the small advantage they are get-
ting in this direction.
Question put and passed.

Rill read a second time.

House adjourned ol 105 pom.
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CONDOLENCE—RAILWAY ACCIDENT,
MORNINGTON.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [4.32]: Sinee the House adjourned
last week, a terrible disaster has overtaken
the people of this eountry. T refer to the
most unfortunate railway aecident which
oceurred at Mornington on Saturday night.
Ilon. members are, of course, well aware that
there \hus been great loss of life, and they
know that the aecident has brought sorrow to
many homes, as well as creating consterna-
tion in the minds of thoge who are engaged
in the timber industry, This is really the
first big railway aceident Western Australia
has experienced during all the years the
railways have been running here. T am gure
that the Honse would wigh to express its
sympathy with the relatives of the decensed
nwen, and alse sympathy with the men whe
have been injured and with their frieands, I
move—

That this Honse desires to cxpress its
deepest sympathy with the relatives of the
wen whe lost their lives in the reeent un-
fortunate railway aceident at Mornington.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [434]: In
seconding the motion which has been moved
by the Premier, I desire to say that T join
with the lhon, gentleman in expressing the
deep regret of the members of this House,
and [ am sure of the whole of the people of
this State, ut the extremely sad aceident
which has occurred in the South-West. It is
one of the most tragic happenings that have
ocenrred in the history of Western Auatralia,
[Portunately, we have hitherto been free from
like events. All the people of the State will
sympathise with the relatives of those who
met their death in that terrible calamity,
and alse with the men who ars injured. I
am sure [ veiee the opinion of every member
of the House when I say that our deepest
sympathy goes ont to the bereaved rela-
tives,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Yorrest) [4.35]: I de-
sire to say just a word to supplement the
rematks of the Premier and the leader of the
Opposition. In my opinion it is a proper
thing that public men should not be unmind-
ful of the sorrows of others. There has been
a very seripus disaster, and it demonstrates
the risks associnted with the timber indus-
try. Scveral of the unfortunate vietims wore
men who had faced the bursting bombs of
the battlefield, and they have come home
only to be kllled in following a peaceful
avoeation. It is but right that the House
should express its sympathy with the rela-
tives in the terrible less they have sustained.
As I personally knew several of the wctnns,
I can only suy that I think a fitting inserip-
tion on their headstones would be that they
lived for their fellow men.

Mr., HARRISON (Avon) [4.36]: I sup-
port the remarks which have fallén from the
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Premier, the leader of the Opposition, and
the member for Forrest. The people of this
State suffered a severe shock on roeciving
the news of the terrible tragedy in the South-
West. Up to then this State had been won-
derfully free from aceident in the ruming
of its railways, and the sympathy now felt
is the keener on that account., 1 am sure
the sympathy of cvery member goes out to
the bereaved families, and also te the in-
jured men, ’

Question put and passed;, members stand-
g, :

QUESTION —ARBITRATION COURT
AGENT,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN asked the Premier: 1,
What are the terms of appointment of Mr.
Aleock as arbitration advocate for the State
sawmills and Railways sawmills? 2, How long
hns My, Aleock been rotained? 3, What is
the total amount paidl to this adveeate up to
date in the sawmill case! 4, What is the
total anticipated cost to the two depart-
ments for this representation?

The PREMILER replied: 1, £2 5s. per day
while actunlly on the case, with subscquent
adjustment for minor ecXpenses. 2, Sinee
the date of the log, viz., 12th Mareh, 1919,
but this cade has only cngnged part of his
time. 3, By the Railways and State sawmills,
£255. 4, Approximately £378.

QUESTION—PARLIAMENTARY
OFFICIATS, SALARTES,

Myr. STUBBS agked the Premier: 1, Has
any aetion been taken to comply. with the
promise made by him to the Committee of
Supply when considering the Parliamentary
Estimates, that the salaries of the Parlia-
mentary officials wonld he increased in aec-
cordlance with the views expressed by mem-
bers? 2, Tf not, when will sueh aetion he
taken?

The PREMILIER replied: 1 and 2, The
matter is receiving attention.

BILLS (10)—FIRST READING.
1. Dividend Dutics Aet Amendment,
2, Industries Assigtance Aet Continuance.
3, Land Act Amocndment.
4, Narrogin Reereation Reserve.
3, Wheat Marketing.
Tutroduced by the Premier.
6, Divoree Act Amendment,
7, innkeepers Aet Amendment.
8, Licensing Act Amendment

ance.

Continu-

9, Sate of TLiquor Regulation Aet Con-
tinuation.
10, Workers’ Compensation Act Amend-

ment.
Introdueed by the Attorney General.

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOPS.
In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair, the Minister for
Miwes in charge of the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2--Divigion:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move
an  amendment—

That after ‘“shops,’” in line 18, “‘and™’
be inserted; and that ‘‘and offices,’’ in
line 19 bhe struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

The CHATRMAN: On page 3 of the
Notice Paper will be found a number of
amendments which the Minister proposes fo
move, They are all eonsequential and so,
unless members desire to discuss any ot
them, 1 will not put them from the Chair,

The MIKISTRR FOR MANES: The privt
of the Bill now before the Committee cm-
hraces the amendments agreed upon by the

select  committee. The amendment juat
made gives effect to the decision of the
seleet  committee, that the Bill shall not
apply to offices. 'The remaining amend-

wents in my name on page 3 of the Notiee
Paper are merely consequential on the select
committee’s amendments actually made in
the print of the Rill. Tn  the hurried
vedrafting and reprinting, words such as
or™ and *fand’’ have in certain instanecex
been omitted, and the amendments on the
Notice Paper are necessary to restore them.
All the remaining amendments in my name
are merely consequential,

The CHATRMAN: Seeing that all the
Minister's amendments nre conseguential,
to save time [ will take them nas accepted,
ami! will not put them from the Chair un-
less any hon. member intimates that he de-
sires to diseuss any of them,

Clawse, ag amended, put and passed.
Clause 3—agreed to.
(‘lause 4—TInterpretation:

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T move an amend-
ment—

That the following definition be added
—*¢¢ “district’ means a shop district es-
tablished under this Aet.’’

When we eome to a Iater clause I will move
an amendment to provide that the metro-
politan area be regarded as oue distriet. 1t
is already provided that certain action may
be taken. in auvy municipality, distriet or
gpecified locality, but in my opinion we re-
quire a definition of ‘‘distriet.”” T intend
therefore to move later to inserg the pro-
visions in the existing legiglation dealing
with the metropolitan district. As the Bill
reads now, a vote could be taken in any
municipal district in the metropelitan area
or in any specified loeality. I hope the Min-
ister will not raise any objection to my
amendment, hecause T think it will be of
advantage.



|9 NovEMBER, 1920.]

The Minister for Mines: T have np ob-
jeetion to the amendment.

Amendment put and pnssed; the clause,
ay amended, ngreed to.

Clauges 5 to 17—agreed to.
Clruse 18—Factorics to be registered:

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As the
Bill did not receive close consideration dur-
ing the second reading stage in view of the
faet that it was agreed that it sheuld be
referred to n seleet committee representa-
tive of both scetions of the House, it is
desirable that where there are vital altera-
tions in the existing law, the attention of
members should be drawn to the fact. Under
the existing law, a factory is registered once
only, but the inspection of suvh factory
must continue year after year, and the re-
sult is that we have to keep a staff to make
these inspections.  The Bill provides for
an annual registration, just as we have pro-
vided for an annual registration under the
Tuspection of Muchinery Act, and tho clause
provides that where a factory is already
vegistered it shall remain registered until one
month after the Aet comes into foree.

Clause put. and passed,
Clauses 19 to 31—agreed to.

Clause 32—Working houwrs of women and
hoys:

Hon, P, COLLLER: The clange deals with
the hours during which women and boys
shall work, and the proviso says that the
commeneing hour shall be eight e’clock in
the wmorning, but it may, with the written
consent of the inspector, be seven o’clock.
It may be argued that there are circum-
stances in which it is desirable that women
and boys should begin work at scven, but
T intend to oppose the proposal cven to the
extent of giving discretion to the inspeetor.
I do not know of any occupation where
work has to commence at seven o’clock in
the morning.

Mr. Davies: Other than the railways.

Hon., P. COLLTER: Theve, of eonrse, they
work the elock round. There are other trades
where work is carried on at an early hour in
the morning, but it is not desirahle that boys
nuder 16 should eommence at seven o'clock,

The MINISTER T'OR MINES: The hoen
member will notice that the clause provides
that work shall not bLe commenced wntil 8
o'vlovk, but respresentations were made te
the select comittee, that in certain eases it
was neecessary that women and boys should
he available to commenee work in a eertain
clnss of factory at the same time as the men.
Jt was found necessary therefore to give this
permission, otherwise it would be impraeti-
cable to bring the men in at the early hour.

Hon. P. Collier: Was any particular in-
dustry given as aa ilustration?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Two or
three instaneces were bronght under notice.
In another clause it is provided that where
an industrial agreement is made a conmmon

-ing to educate our youths.
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rule, the provisions of the Bill shall not ap-
ply. It may be therefore that an agreement
ot award may provide that women and boys
shall net start work until nine o’elock, in
which ensec the Bill wouldl net apply.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: Suppose the award
snys six o’clock!?

The MINISTER TOR MINES: That ton
will take precedence over the Bill, . There
are certain trades that must be carried on
in doylight and darkness, and so long as the
parties have thrashed out the matter before
a tribunal and have come to an agreement,
then we say that the Factories Act—which
is intended to meet conditions where ne award
operates—shall not apply. It is desirable
that inspectors should be able to give written
permission if meeessary that persons should
be employed at these houra.

Hon, W, €. ANGWIN: W are endeavour-
Many of these
boys have to attend technieal classes at nighs
and alse military training, and it is often
between 9 amd 10 p.m. before they ean go
home.  Burely 8 o’elock in the merning is
carly enough for them to hegin work, I
move an amendment—

That the proviso be struck out.

Amendment put and passed; tho elaunse aa
amended agreed to.

Clanses 33, 3+—agreed to,

Clanse 35—Limitation of working hours
in factories where Chinese are employed:

Hon. P. COLLIER: Why are the restric.
tions placed upon employers in the matter of
cmploying Asiaties limited to night wateh-
men?  Why should thoy not apply all round?
Is it neeessary that we should have to pass
legislation to induce our shopkeepers to re-
frain from employing Asiatics in this capa-
city? Apparently the Asialic is given pref-
erence over the returned soldier in this mat-
ter. At any rate it is a small thing to intro-
duce into a Bill of this nature.

Mr, Teesdale: The job of a night wateh-
man is the best in the city.

Hon, P. COLLIER: And Asiatics are be.
ing employed by those very shopkeepers who
not so long ago spoke of their patriotism
and sold so many flags to the people. Tt
ought to be sufficient to appeal to their
patriotic instinet to get rid of these Asiaties
and employ men of their own race, It is
rather humiiiating to the people of the State
that we should be agked to pass legislation
of this nature.

Mr. Smith: How many Asiatic watchmen
are there in the city?

Hon. P. COLLIER: T understand there
are scven, and we are asked to legislate to
foree our patriotie shopkeepers to refrain
from employing these men instead of, say,
returned soldicrs. Who arce the shopkeepers
employing these Asiaties, and have they given
evidence before the seleet committee as to
the merits of these night watechmen9 There
mugt be some sound reason why they conm-
tinue to give preference to these persons.
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The MINISTER TFOR MINES: Ifon.
metubers kuow that except for these few lines
in the clause there is nothing new in the Bill
as regards the employment of Adiaties in
Western Australia. It is considered undesir-
able that we should have men of the Asiatie
race parading our prineipal thoroughfares at
night in the ecapacity of watchmen., To sug-
gest that it is nn-Mritish to make this pro-
vigion in the Bill and to eust a glur upon our
shopkeepers is not quite fair. The Bill does
not go as far as [ should like on many
of these points. I should like to make it an
oftence for any person, whether he sold Hags
during the war or has done so¢ sinee,
to deal with Chinamen instead of white
men merely beeause he ecan do so at
less  expense  to himself. To many
people pairiotism does not cover every-
thing when they can get their commodi-
ties echeaper.  Many so-called patviotic
peeple in Perth are patronising Chinamen
who work wnder all sorts of conditions,
merely because they provide eemnodities nt
i cheaper rate than de retnrded soldiers.
These things grow wupon us and we do oot
appreciate that they arve continuing unin-
terruptedly nntil someone draws our atten-
tion to them, 1 do not know whether, in
making provision that Asiatica shall not he
evmployed as night watehmen, we are aot do-
ing a thing that is very desirable. Are these
people a desirable class to have abroad at
night? We go as far as we can in saying
that they shall not e employved as night
watchmen, Fven those earrying on bnsiness
hefore 1904 had to be registered.

Tlon. W. (. Angwin: Not as workers, but
as business coneerns.

The MINISTER TOR MINES: Every
khop and faetery has to be registered nnd
they have to comply with the different pro-
visions of the Bill, if they employ \siuties,
In order that people may he able to appre-
viate the difference hetween the conditions
operating in such n factory and the condi-

tions where British are ewployed, we
put restrietions  upon  the former. We
provide that oll sueh goods have to
he  branded. We  provide that, wnot-
withatanding their desire to work all

hours, and under all sorta of conditions,
they shall not be allowed to do s0. Tf they
comtmit an offence our inspectors will sec
that they pay the penalty for it. This pro-
vision does not stand by itself. It is not the
only restrigtive provigion in the Bill; and the
ohject of these provisions is to level up con-
ditions, so to speak, and make the competi-

tion more fair hetween those employing
British lahour and  those employing
Asgiaties. They arve not  introduced

into the meagure for the purpese of giving
the Asiaties a slap in the faee, but because
we are jealous of the conditions in which

the Britishers work, We de not want
to see the intraduction of 3gome other
foreign clement not so jealous of their

working conditions, which would undermine
those operating for the white vacos. T would

[ASSEMELY.]

like to go further than the Bill in order to
level up conditions, so that the Britishers
may live in reasonable circumstances.

Hon. W, (0, Angwiu: Is not the eompeti-

tion brought about by Britishers them-
selves?
The MINTATER FOR MINES: 1t is, te

an extent. . .
Hon. W, C. Angwin: To o very large ex-
tent. -~

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As one
hon. member has already mentioned, the rea-
son why the ‘Ghans, as they aro referred to,
are employed is that they ave cheaper. Peo-
ple make purchases from Chinese fruit shops
and other businesses, notwithstanding that
they ean get the same goods from returned
solliers, heeause they ean get those goodls
vheaper.

My, Toley: 'There is no evidence to say
that the people referred to in the clause are
working cheaper than anyone else,

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: I do not
say that there is, but I am drawing attention
to a point which was taken, I think, by the
member  for  Williams-Narrogin, regarding
people dealing from Agiaties,

Mr. Johnston: They ought to be ashamed
of  themselves.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: T have
heard this talk about white and black tabour,
and so on, mntil T am tired of it. We gener-
ally find that the people who are talking the
loudest are the first to turn roend and go inte
a Ohinese shop and purehase their  goods
there.

Mr. Foley:
thoe pate.

My, Chesson:  And send their washing te
a Chinese laundry.

The MINTETER 1"OR MINES: This ¢lause
is merely aimed to level up tho eonditions so
that British workers may he able to live in
reasonable conditions. Tf we were to go to n
foreign eauntry, we would have to comply
with such laws as were provided there. If the
foreigners come here they must eomply with
laws which we pass in order to protect the
interests of our awn peaple,

Hon. 7. COLLTER: T raised the point le-
eause, in my opinion, the ¢lausc is inconsist-
ent with other provisions in the Bill, dealing
with the employment of Aasiaties. The mar-
ginal note to the clause is as follows:—
“Limitation of working howrs in factories
where Chinese arve employed.’* There is a
wide distinetion between placing restrictions
upen the employment of Asinties and  the
total cxelnaion of that class as the clavse
secks to do. T eannot sce why, if Chinese ean
he employed all day and every day in a fae-
tory —and  the Bill permits that—it is in-
congistent to say that the same factory
owner caunot employ n Chinese as a night
watchman. Obviously, it is inconsistent. T
am met arguing for the employment of
Asiaties, and T hope that will be underatood,

Mr. O’Loghlen: [ hope it will be,

Or else buy from hawkers at
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Hon. P. COLLIER: 1t will, and ought to
he. I am not arguing for the employment
of Asgiatics as night watchmen, but T think
we should preserve some concistency in the
provigions of the Bill. The Minister made a
point regarding the Asiaties wandering about
at night.

Mr, Underwood: They would not he do-
ing much watching, if they were abroad.

Hon. P. COLLIKER: There is no prineiple
involved in the clause, It is merely inserted,
hecause there has been some  complaint
against the employment of Afghans or Asi-
aties as night watehmen in Perth. In order
to compel those concerned to employ white
people, this provision has been introduced.
Asinties vome into competition with white
people in forniture factories and in other
direetions, and if that is right, why should
we not he consistent?

Mr, Willeock: Disabilities are placed wpon
thenu. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tn this case the dis-
abilitics amount to displacing the Asiaties
altogether, aud placing someone else in their
positions., For my part, T am surprised that
such a thing should be neeessary. At the
same time, 1 sec no greater harm in these
people competing as night watchmen than T
do in their eompeting in other avenues.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: This is not the only
Bill which contains an clement of inconsist-
eney. The objeet of the Factories and Shops
Bill is to eliminate unfair eowpetition,
whether in trade, employment or the eondnet
nf businesses. The leader of the Opposition
is correct when hie says there 1s a distinction
hetween penalising  people  and  excluling
people from this class of employment. J[f
these people should be thrown out of ewm-
plovment as night watehmen, there are other
avenues for them. There is hawking, for
instance, to which they could twrn their at-
tention, and they would depend for their
suceess, or otherwise, on the gencrosity of
white people. My objection is not to the
Asiatie who gets the job, hut to the people
who employ him.

The Minister for Works: You arc cou-
cernedd about cupidity, not competition.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN:  Unfortunately for
Western Australin these people have estab-
lished themselves for many years in our
midst, and arc sllowed to carry on business.
With that great British tradition regarding
vested interests, we must, T suppose, still
continue to allow them to cperate. The con-
ditions upon which they may continue are
set out in this Bill. Tf an employer engages
Asiatic labour, he must make that faet
known broadecast by having his goods
branded. This will afford the pablic an op-
portunity of knowing that Asiaties have been
indulging in unfair competition. We had
ovidence from widows, struggling to main-
tnin a home for their children, who said that
owing to Chinese laundries keeping open till
all hours it was impossible for them te get
ol

.
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Hon, . Collier: A night watchman is not
in unfair competition.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: 'They are to thia ex-
tent, that an Asatic so employed deprives a
Britisher of a job that is open for him.

Hon. 1" Collier: That is not unfair com-
petition.

Mr. O'LOGIILEN : Will the lcader of the
Opposition say that if a Britisher applies for
cmployment, and is turned down by alleged
patriotic cmployers in order that they may
engage Asiaties instead, it is not unfair
vompetition?

MHon. P. Collier: Why uot uxtend these
provisions; why stop there?

My, O'LOGHLEN: The leader of the Op-
position knows that we cannot extend them.
He wus in office for some years and I do not
think that be brought any provision forward
to deal with this. e knows it cannot be
done.  The Minister has made reference to
the encouragement given to Asiaties by mem-
hers of the British community. He probably
ulludes, among others, to representatives of
thie working classes, who advoeatu a white
Australin. 1 admit that there is something
in that connection but doubtless they were
guided by others of the community, including
Sir Walter James and Senator Lynch, ay
well as others | have scen in Chinese shops.
I do not want to particularise but it is un-
loubtedly true that some people show & pre-
ference for Asiatics by employing them and
thus depriving Britishers from getting a job,
I shall not worry if the provision is not
passed, but | point out that we cannot under
the provisions of this Bill wipe out the
Agiatie competitor in other branches of in-
dustry. We canuot pass a law te prevent
those Asiatics who are here from earning n
living, Tf we did, it would cause interna-
tional complirations. I know of no State in
Australia, however demoeratic or radical it
may he, where this has been suggested. All
we ean o is to regulate the employment of
Asiatics, prevent them form working exves-
sive lours, and insist on thein marketing
their commodities so that the publie will be
able to identify them and thug restrict un-
fair competition. T sopport the clanse; T
repret that it is necessary. I cannot give the
names of shopkeepers, hecanse we did not -
examine them. We proeceded on the line
that it waa obvious this practice was in ex-
istence, and we are now cndeavouring to
check it. Tho shopkeepers employ Asiatics,
and T believe they bave admitted that the
Asiatica are sober and more rcliable than
Britishers. Possibly they are cheaper, but
the shopkeepers do not' admit that. [ do not
know that there is any element of danger
abont their being cmployed as watchmen, If
T got a chance to wipe the Asiatic out, )
would do so,

Mr, Undorwood: How wany are there?

Ar. O'LOGIILEN About seven or
eight. A syndicate take o contract and they
sucecssfully enmpete year by year. This pro-
vision will prevent them from employing
Asiatica if DBritisheras are available for the
job. Tf we cannot go the whole way, wo
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should go part of the way, These people will
have an oppertunify to work at other call-
inga. T wish I had a list of the names so
that T could make an indictment against
shopkeepers who howl about their patriotism,
and yet refuse to employ their own race for
this work.
Mr. Rocke.
Britighers,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: Then they would not
be affeeted by the Bill. Woul? anyone sug-
gest that this work could not be done satis-
tactorily by Britishers? The Bill may be a
little inconsistent bnt it is impossible to
cover the whole of the ramifications of the
Asiatic trade. If we {id s0, we would wipe
out an industry in the north. I would not
be mueh concerned about that, but the prob-
fem would be to know what to do with the
people who were deprived of their liveli-
hood. Tf we prevent Asiaties from indulg-
ing in onfair competition, we shall aceord
to the British worker that element of pro-
tection which, through the greed and avariee
of employers, he i3 now denied.

Mr. FOLEY: I think that the leader of
the Opposition, in resenting this provision,
wig not entirely opposed to the employment
of Asiaties ag night watchmen. I ean under-
stand his objection to the employment of
Aginties generally. When an attempt was
made gome years age to prevent the employ-
ment of Asiaties in my electorate, compli-
cations arese. No one knows this better
than the leader of the Opposition. 1 helieve
that the clause is a good one. I have had a
good deal to do with the Perth Health Board,
and the greatest trouble experienced by the
health authorities is with the foreigners who
own factories. [ would sooner sce white
people employed in place of (Chinese at furni-
tare making, but unfortunately there are
many people who advoeate preference to
Britishers and who have Chinese carts de-
livering goods at their doors. Some years
ago the then member for Roebourne, Mr.
Gardiner, and myself in walking home after
a late sitting, saw furniture being loaded on
to lorries from an Asiatic factory, and T fol-
lowed onc of those lorries to a place whieh
professed to sell furniture on which ne
Asiatic labour had been employed. If white
watehmen were employed we would have pet-
ter supervision over factories of this kind.
The adoption of this provision chould he a
lesson to the Government of the State. On
one of our water supplies an Afghan was
employed and I resented his employment and
he was put off. If any question arose be-
tween the public and the owner of a factory,
a Britisher would be able to give a more
intelligible statement to the court than eould
an Asintic watehman, The only inconsist-
ency in the Bill is that we cannot go so far
as we should like.

Hon. P. COLLIER:
ment—

That in Subelaiise 4 the words
nightwatehman’’ be struck out.

The Fremantle shops employ

I move an amend-

ltas a

[ASSEMBLY.]

It may be true that 1 was in office for five
years gud did not do anything to restriet the
cimiployment of Asiatics. Had I made an
attempt, I should have done something a
little more cffective than this nonsensical
proposition. The member for Forrest spoke
about eliminating the competition of the
Asiatie, and the whele provision will shut out
soven men. Why stop at night watehman?
The effect of the provision, instead of elim-
inating competition, will be to transfer the
competition to some other avoeation. These
men if deprived of earning a livelihood as
night watehmen will displace seven Britishers
at other work. There is no reason behind the
clauge, If we are going to eliminate compe-
tition, why confine ourselves to night watch-
men?  Asiaties arc engaged selling vege-
tables,

Mr. Willcock: Everybody knows that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course. If we are
going to provide that Asiatics shall not be
employed for the reason that they are dis-
placing Britishers, why stop at seven night
watehmen ?

Mr, O'Loghlen: Move it, and T shall sup-
|port you. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the select commit-
tee had in mind the wiping out of compe-
rition, they might have gone a little further.
The hon. member said we could not prevent
the Asiaties from earning a living. What
other effect will this provision have? 'The
how. memher argues that it is wrong for
seven Asiaties to earn a living as night
watchmen, but that it is not wrong for them
te carn a living in the numerous other ocen-
pations they follow.

*Mr. O'Loghlen: Tt is the employer T want
to hit.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There are more em-
ployers than those referred to by the hon,
memlber,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Name one.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Any number of Chin-
ese run shops and employ their fellow coun-
trymen. This eclause will prevent a Chinese
factory owner from engaging an Asiatic as
watchman, but it will not prevent the
Aagiatic from being employed to assist in
the shop. What i3 the difference?
What is there peculiarly wrong in Asiaties
being night watehmen any more than any-
thing clse? The hon. member says we can-
not, prevent them from earning a living;
but here we propese to prevent them from
earning their living as watchmen, Why?

Mr, Teesdale: Because we have 80 many
disabled men who ecannot take on other
oceupations. .

Hon. P, COLLIER: T should not regard
the position of night watechman as one for
a disabled man—to walk around the blocks
of the city in the dark for the purpose of
protecting property. Anyway, this is a tin-
pet thing to put into an Act of Parlia-
ment. '

The Minister for
then.

Mines: Strike it out,
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Hen. P. COLLIER: No; 1 propose to ex-
tend the clause so az to provide that no
shopkeeper shall employ any person of
Agiatic race. Why is there no proposal to
wipc out Chinese and Japanese cooks?

Mr. Jonesa: At the Weld Club.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not think clubs
come under this Bill; probably I shall move
to bring them under it. An unanswerable
case ean be made out on behalf of the
women who are being displaced from eating
houses by Asiatics. Possibly, however, if
we carry the Bill as far ng we ought to
carry it, it will be held up for the consent
of the Home Government, which c¢onsent
might be refused. I do not think any mea-

sure on the statnte hook specifically excludes

Asgiaties.

The Minister for Mlines:
censes to Asiatics.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes, and
vights, but not by specific legislation,
done by administrative aet.

Mr. Munsgie: Under the Mining Act an
Asgiatie is not permitted to be employed on
a leasc in any eapacity.

Hon, P, COLLYER: Let us extend this
clause, and see how far we ean go. The
carrying of the amendment I have moved
wonld make the clawse a far-reaching one.

Mr. BROWN: T regret the discussion
which has oecurred. The select committee
took the view that white unskilled labour
counld take the place of the six or eight
Asiatic night-watchmen employed in Perth
streets, and that the Asiaties could fiud
some other employment. In my opinion
there is damger in employing Asinties as
uight-watchmen in the streets, espeecially as,
if a fire broke out in a building net under
an Asiatie night-watehman’s eare, that
Asiatic might not show himsclf se active
in giving the alarm as a European would.
In a few ycars, as the city extends, there
may be 70 or 80 Asiatic night-watehmen
employed, instead of seven or eight, unless

We refnse Ti-

minets’
It is

this clauses passes; and then there would |

be considerable diffienlty in getting rid of
them. I hope the leader of the Opposition
will not press his amendment.

Mr. WILLCOCK: 1 support the clanse us
it stands. In every other sphere of Asiatic
cmployment we impose some disability. We
cannot put up on, say, Mr. Lathlain’s shop
a Macard stating it is watehed by a nigger.
On the other hand, every article of furniture
made by Asiatic labour is stamped with a
notice to that effeet.

Hon, P. Collier: But we do not stamp
Chinose vegetables.

Mr. WILLCOCK: But we know when e
are buying vegotables from a Chinaman, Aa
regards cooks in regtaurants, the industrial
agreements provide for preference to Euro-
peans, thus tending to oliminate Chinese and
Japanese.  Tf an Asiatic is employed in a
regtaurant and there is a white man avail-
able, the Asiatiec must be dismissed and the
European put in his place.
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Hon. P. Collier: Why cannot the same
thing be arranged as regards night-watch-
men?

Siiting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.

Amendment put and negatived.
Mr. SMITH: 1 mnove an amendmont—

That after ‘Asiatic,’’ in line 3, the
words “or Afriean’! he inserted.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
amendment would cause difficulty. It should
specifically state ‘‘colourcd African races.’

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clause 36—agreed to.

{lause 37—Overtime:

Hon, P. COLLIER: This provides that
the preseribed number of working hours
may from time te time be extended.  Ex-
tended by whom?

The Minister for Mines: By the cmployer
—of courge within certain limits.

Hon. P. COLLIER: As set out later on?

The Minister for Mines: Yea.

Cluuse put and passed.
Clauges 38 to 40—agreed to.
Clanse 41—Permit for extended hours:

Hon. P. COLLIER: Paragraph (f) pro-
vides that women and hoys residing at a
further distance than one mile from the fae-
tory shall, when working overtime, be pro-
vided by the employer with a sufficient meal
or alternatively an azllowanee as tea mouey,
[ think one mile is too great a distance. In
fact, T do not thiak there should he any
distance qualification at all. I move an
amendment— ‘

That after “*boy,”’ in ling 4, the words

**who resides at a farther distance than one

mile from the factory’’ be struck out.

Amendment put and passed; the elause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 42—agrecd to.

Clause 43—Half holiday for woemen and
hoys:

Mr. MUNSIE: 1 should like from the
Minister an explanation of the meaning of
this provision. Apparently it means that an
employer can arrange with his employees to
have another day than Saturday as a half-
holiday. Sinee the Bil} makes provision for
the taking of a vote to decide between Sat-
urday and Wednesday as the half-holiday,
why should employers be permitted to make
individual arrangements  with  their em-
ployees?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This pro-
vision applies only to areas. outside of shop
districts. Each shop district shall agree upon
a ecommon half-holiday, but outside of shop
districts individuzl arrangementdt may be
made. '

Mr. Munsie: Then this does not apply to
shop distriets at all?
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: XNo.
Clauge put and passed.

Clanse ¢4—agreed to.

Clause 45—Payment of wagoes:

Hon, P. COLLIER: Paragraph (g) secms
to conflict with the powers of the Arhitra-
tion Court. Tt is set ouwt clsewhere in the
Bill that an award shall override any of the
provisions of the [3ill, yet the paragraph
gives the Chief Inspector of Factories the
power to agree to employ a woman over 21
years of age for a lesser wage than that pre-
sctibed by the court. At least that is how
it appears to me. Does the paragraph ncan
that if the Arbitration Court preseribes a
minimum wage, the Chief [nspestor shall
have the pewer to consent to a woman heing
jmid at a lower rate than that fixed?

The Minister for Minca: Women must not
bw employed for less than the minimuwm rate
fixedd for the district by the court.

Hon, . COLLIER: Tt docs not seem to
be very clearly expressed.

The Minister for Mines: It cannot conflict
with Clause 152 hecanse {hat is very definite.

Me, WILLOOCUK: 'The select committee
found that women were cmployed in some
vases at oceupations which were not covered
by an awarl of the court and the ¢lanse
provides that ne woman shall be employed
at o lower rate than that provided by any
award of the court without the purmission
of the Chief Inspeetor. The spirit of the
Aet is thar women muost be employed at a
certain rate, and unless the Chief Inspector
had good reasons, he would not give the per-
mission provided for in the paragraph. For
ingtance, a woman may be a eripple, or she
may be suffering from some disability; it
would be in.such o case that the Chief In-
spector’s permission would be sought,

Hon. P. Collier: That may he the inten-
tion but it i3 not clearly oxpressed.

Mr. WILLCOCK: 1 do not know how we
eould get over it unless we stipulated that
the basic wago for women should be so mucl,
und we could hardly de that in the Factories
and Shops Bill,

Clause put and passed.
(auges 46 to 51—agreed to.

Clanse 52—No child to be employed with-
out permission:

Hon., P. COLLIER: I objeet to the clause.
Tho age at which a child may be employed
in a factory—a hoy at 14 and a girl at 15—
is too young, 'The compulsory school age is
14 and the clause contemplates the employ-
ment of boys at an age when they are not
permitted under the Education Act to leave
school, Tven though it may be urged that
in cases of hardship or distress, where wid-
aws are rearing families, it may be necessary
for a boy under the age of 14 fo go into a
factory, for my part I am going to object to

[ASSEMBLY.]

living in a factory at that age. It is too
fender an age altogether. I should like to
see the sehool age raised from 14 to 16 and
to keep out from factories children under 16
years of age. T move an amendment--

That the following words be struck out:
‘“Who las not obtained the permission of
the Chief lnspector to be so employed.”’

The MINISTER 1OR MINES: We all
shure the opiniens expressed by the leader
of the Opposition, ut T do not know that
it has hurt many of us here to-night through
having had to work at an carly age. Ho
lang as a child is not compelled te work
unduly hard, and is given an opportonity
of being brightened up in other dircetions, 1
do not know that it has a very harmful
effeet nupen them to work whem young. 1
woull point out, however, that certificates
isaned by the Chief Inspector of Factories
are suhjeet to another cortificate being first
of all issued by the Eduveation Department,
permitting  the child to leave the primary
sehool heenuse of eertnin conditions aml go
to a factory, provided the child contimies to
take some form of education afterwards, Tt
wust he remembereld that i some families
conditions exist that render it necessary for
the nller children to carn something for the
support of the remaining membern of  the
tamily. Very fow c¢hilidren in this Btate will
he affected hy thisn clause,

Amendiment put and uegatived,

Clatse put and  passed.

Clanacs 33 to G6—agreed to.

Clatise 67— Women
within four weeks
ment:

Hon, 1. COLL1ER: The period set down
in this clavse iy altogether too short. In
the interests of the race, we must go aa far
ns possible to proteet the mothers in these

circwnstanees,  We should sce that they are
not foreed inte factories to carn their Jiv-

not to be employed
before or after confine-

"ing too soon before or after the date of

confinement. T intend to move an amend-
ment to provide that women shall not be
permittod to work in any factory during the
cight weeks immediately prior to or after
confinement.

Mr. Hickmott: How would you provide
for the maintenance of the women during
that period?

Hon., P. COLLIER: That was what was
said in England in the old days when it was
proposed to take the children out of the
eonl mines and from the cotton factories in
Laneashire. Children went to work at six
o’clock in the morning, and worked on till
8ix o'clock at night, and the child coming
off duty got into the bed just vaeated by the
child going on duty. The same thing was
gnid then: ‘"How will the children be pro-
vided for?!? AMainly owing to the work of

w child entering a factory at that age, even “Lord Shaftesbury, whose name is that of one

with the permission of the inspector. No
ehill in Australin ought to begin to earn a

of the very few aristocrats associnted with
big reform movements in England, that sys-



tem was stopped.  1f we take women out
of the factories heve cight weeks before the
date of their confinement, provision will be
made for them, If that is not the case in
a young country like Aunstralia, then T am not
optimistic as to our future. The country,
however, will not beceme insolvent, nor will
the women starve if such n provision is made,
{ move an amendment—

That in hne 4 ““four’” he
and ““eight’’ iuserted in lien.
The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The leader
of the Opposition ecorrectly oxpressed what
is the feeling of members regarding the
employment of women in our fuctorics, We
might follow the matter to its logical con-
clusion and provide that no married women
shonld be employed in our factories. Their
duty is at home looking after their families.
11 is only women capable of renring families
who are provided for in this elause, and
while they are in that state, they should be
at home and not in the factory at all. T
cannot guite see where we should drnw the
line,

Hon. P,
four weeks,

The MINISTERE FOR MINES: We do
nnt say in the elause ‘‘maorried women.”’
We simply state that ne woman shall know-
ingly work, and no oceupier of a factory
shall knowingly vequire or permit any woman
to work in any factory during the four wecks
immediately prior to or after her confine-
ment, T do not suppuse there would be one
per eent, of marrvied women to whom this
clanse would apply.

tlen. P. Collier:
others,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The max-
ried woman who has to rear a family and
finds it necessary to continue to work in the
factory till the last moment, and to go back
as quickly as possible after the cvent, will
do so only because, for instance, her hus-
band is unable to maiutain them and she
Lias to get food and clothing for the ehild-
ren. If we take such a woman out of the
fuetory she will simply go elsewhere to earn
money or else go to the Charitics Depart-
ment.  Tf she did the latter, there would
he no necessity to go to the factory during
that period at all, Such a woman would pro-
hably go hack to the wash tub two or three
days after her confinement instead of waiting
for four weeks before returning to the fae-
tory. This clause is not inserted so much
from that point of view, as from the moral
aspect, involved in a girl working up to
juat before and returning immediately after,
her confinement. Tt is a diffienlt matter to
deal with, There are some who cousider that
such a provision should not be placed in an
Aet of Parliament. We were not so mock
modest and the clanse accordingly appears
in the form suggested. Many women, of
conrse, work Tharder at home than they
would do in the factory.

[53]

struck out

Collici': You are drawing it at

Take the case of the
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Hon. 1% Collier: The worker
tory stands on her feet all day,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The bulk
of the factories have sitting neeommodation
now, | agree that it would be desirable
if we were to exclude women for the
more cxtended period suggested by the leader
of the Opposition. The eclause as it stands,
however, 18 a step in the right direetion, and
is @ more advanced proposal than appears in
any other Aet in Australin of which I am
aware, We might at least pive this a trial.
't wmay be very diffiendt to apply it in some
cases, for where necessity drives, people know
no law, and it is not easy to diselose such
things as we are discnssing. I do not know
whether a prosccution could take' place under
this clause, all the circumstances heing con-
sidered, but the provision will afferd an in-
dieation that Parliament is opposed te the
condition of affairs cxisting,

Mr, O’Loghlen: The evidence of women
wag to the effect that the period should he
six weeks, .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
object to that, T will accopt an nmendment
for six wecks prior to the confinement, if the
leader of the Qpposition will make it four
weeks afterwards.

Mr, O'loghlen: Witnesses said that the
longer period  was  regwired  after, rather
than hefore the event.

Hon. P. Collier: I will agrec to alter
the amendment te provide for six woks.

Awmendment, as altered, put and passed;
the rlaznse, ns amended, agreed to.

in a fae-

lavses B8 to T4—agreed to.

(lanse 75—8itting accommodation to Dbe
provided:

Mr. JOHNSTON: The clause provides
that suitable sitting accommodation for all
females shall be provided. The proportion
suggested jg one scat for every three females

emploved.  That is not strietly suitable ae-
commodation.
The MINISTER I"OR MINES: The

cianse werely provides that the factory shall
afford auitable seating accommodation for
females employed, for the purpose of en-
abling them to have a rest occasionally dur-
ing the day, the proportion fixed being ong
seat for every three females, The clause goes
further, however, and provides that the ae-
commedation shall be conveniently situated
for the use of the cmployces concerncd, It
is not intended that the seating accommoda-
tion sball be provided for those who arc en-
paged at work at which they can sit down.
This provides for those who are mostly stand-
ing at their work, thus e¢nabling them te asit
down occasionally,

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 76 to 83—agreed to.

Clause 84—Notice of nceidents in
tovies;

Hon, P. COLLIER: XNotice must be sent

to the inspeetor if an accident causes loas of
life to an cwployee or ineapacitates an em-

fac-
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ployce for more than 24 hours. This, I take
it, is to give the inspector an opportuity to
inquire into the cavse and jnspect the scene
of the accideni. If a serious accident re-
sulting in the death of an employee occurs
no ootiee need he given wntil after the ex-
piration of 24 hours, and before the inspee-
tor would have an opportunity to inspect, all
evidence indicating the canse of the accident
might be removed. [n the case of a mine
accident, notice must he sent to the inspector
immediately a scrious accident occurs, What
is the reason for the 24 hours’ notiee!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The sub-
sequent clavacs explain the veason. The in-
gpeetor has to inquire and report, and the
Minister may direet an inquiry before a
magistrate. [t might be desirable that an
aceident should be reported immediately be-
vause an employee might be so injured that
his death wonld result subscquently, but if
every accident had to be reported and the
inspector had to investigate, we would need
an army of inspectors. There are theusands
of factories; we roygister every place where
one pereon is employed.

Hon. P. Collier: The nature of the acei-
dent has to be set forth in the report, and
the ingpector could /ecide whether it was
necessary to inspoct.

The MINISTER ¥POR MINES: Clavee
85 makes it obligatory on the inspector o
proceed to the factory and inquire.

Hon. P. Collier: That eculd be altered.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We view
an aecident as being serious if a person is
incapacitated for more thau 24 hours,

Hon. W, (. Anpgwin: That is threc days.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, 24
hours, If a girl ran a needle info her hand
she might be ineapacitated for more than 2
day, but we wonld not require an inspeetor
to repori on that, In a mine it is esseatial
that no one shonld interfere with the scene
of an aceidenf nntil an inapection is made,
but in that ease, though every accident is
immediately reported, it is not mandatory
for the inspeetor to proeeced and report.

Hon. P. Collier: A comparatively trivial
areident which woull keep a person off for
24 hours would have to be reported, and the
inspeator would have to proceed immediately
to the factory, whereas if a serious aeccident
oceurred, the inspector wmight not get the
report for 24 hours.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We could
insist on the report being lodged in not less
than 24 hours, There is no comparison be-
tween a factory and a mine. Where an
accident bappens in a factory through the
hoiler or machinery, it would have to he re-
ported to the Tnapeetor of machinery.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Would that apply
to n girl ronning a sewing machine needle
throngh her finger?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yea.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Then you must in-
ercase the number of inspectors econsider-
ably.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Ion, 1. CoHier: The basis should be tl
nature of the aecident rather than the tim

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The pr
vision in the clavse wns considered prefe
able.  After all, this is ouly a starting pein

Clanse pat and pagsed.,

Clanses 53 to 96—agreed to.

Clanse  97—Uertain  lanndries
from the operation of Aect:

My, CHESSON: [ move an amendment-

That after **thirfy-cight” in line 3 «
Suhelunse 2, the words *‘sixty-seven’' |
insertod.

exelule

This will embrave, in nddition to the elaus
wentioned, the elause whieh provides th:
women shall not e employed within s
weeks Defore or after confinement,

The MINIBTER POR MiNES: I linve n
nhijection to the nmendment; the provision |
eertainly desirable. .\ good deal of ovidene
was taken by the select committee on th
question of bringing laundries conducted b
certain institutions under the provisions o
the Net. After rarefol consideration  th
vommittee neluded Subelnuse 2, which a4
plies the clanses reluting to hours of work
working honrs of women and boys, evasie
of working hours, aml the keeping of v
vorids to every reformatory, industrial schoo
and inatitution eondueted for religious o
charitable purpeses. This ia 2 valuable stey
forward from the point of view of soein
that the inmates of institutions are no
sweated, but are worked under reasonzhl
ronditions. The inatitutions will bo com
pelled to keep o record of the honrs worked
giving some assurance that they shall worl
the stme houes oy factories outside,

Amendment put and passed: the elause, a
amended, agreed to.

(lause 98—Aet extends te factories con
dueted by Government or local authority:

TTon. W. C. ANGWIN: What power huw
the JMinister "to enforee this clause on th
Government? I tried very hard once to pro
sceute the Commissioner of Railways for in
fringement of the health laws, and T wa
definitely advised that it could not legalls
I done.

The MINTSTER 1POR MINES: Of courx
the Crown eannot prosecute itself, but the
hon, member knows that we have quite ¢
number of Acts, such as the Inspection of
Machinery Aect, applying to the Governmeni
in the same way as to private persons. Thos
Avcts are in fact applied to the Government
The regponsible Minister would take actior
to prevent any public department from de
liherately evading an Aet of Parlinment
Agnin, as regards the Government-owned
steamers, if we aid not ecomply with the
taw, and an aecident occurred, any person
injured might sune the Crown for damages
and probably recover extea heavy damages.

Clavse put and passed.
Clause 99—agreed to.
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- Ulausey 100 -—Closing times of shops:

Mr. JOHXNSTON: The aholition of the
late shopping night represents the most im-
portant change in policy proposed hy this
Bill. [ am not opposing the change, but T
would like to hear from the Minister as to
the reasons of the seleet committee for
reeommending it.

‘Mr. OLoghlen:  Only one witness out of
about eighty was against the abolition of
the late shopping night.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is true
that this clause contains the most import-
ant alteration proposed by the Bill, The
measure provides that shops shall close at
1 pom. on one day of the week, and that on
the other five duys they shall e¢lose not later
than ¢ pam. This means the abolition of
the late shopping wight. Apart from shop
ngsistanty, a great number of shopkeepers
in various parts of the State have given
evidence with regard to this propesal; and
their cvidence has been overwhelmingly in
fuvour of the abolition of the late shopping
night. The late shopping night was, I think,
a custen which grew more from the vanity
of the publie, and from their desire to pro-
vide themselves with amusement, than from
any real necessity for late shopping. Orig-
inally shops Kkept open until 11 p.an.; then
they began to close at 10 pan.; aud now the
hoor ix @ pom, No one has gone bankrupt
heepuse of these changes, =0 far as T know.
When the shops kept open until 11 p.m.,
people wsed to rish in to be served at
.59 pam,, after spending hours before the
shop  fronts rossiping with their friends.
Only one witness was opposed to the aboli-
tion of the late shopping night; and he, re-
markably enough, ¢ame from Fremantle. 1
have nlse reeeived a communication from
an association of business men at Fremuntle
opporing the aholitien of the late shopping
might, However, prominent shopkeepers in
tha metropolitan area favour this proposal,
yo long as it is made a general rule, They
suy they believe all the business to be done
can he done in the honrs proposed by this
Bill. Some shopkeepers have snid that they
individually would not do the same amount
of business in the reduced hours, hecause
portion of the business wonld go from one
point to another. A suburban shopkeeper
has said that he personally would be ruined
by the proposed change, because the busi-
ness he s now doing after 6 p.m, would go
to the town shops. Next, a city shopkeoper
would come along and say that he would be
ruineil because the business he is now doing
after & .. would go to the suburban shops.
1 have wet yet been able to make up my
mind exaetly who will he ruined. Nowa-
days no one finds more diffienlty in getting
his shopping requirements met than he did
when shops kept open until 11 p.m. Thereo
is no wisdom in having long shopping hours,
which wome of the shopkeepers have assured
us are very costly, for the reason that when
keeping open nntit 9 p.n. they must let half
their staff off for tea hetween 6 and 7 p.m.
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aud the other half bLetween 7 and § p.m,,
with the result that for only one hour out
of the extra threa do they have the full
staff available, while incurring heavy extra
vapense for lighting and so forth, I remember
yoeats ago when we were told that to close
the ghops on Baturday aftermoons would
spell ruin to many. It is largely a'question
of cuatom.

Mr., Money: And u question of the train
serviee.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Well, we
altercd our train service to suit the altered
cirecumstances. We have frequently had tu
do 8o, especinlly &t Geraldton. The evi-
dence before the select committee was ovar-
whelmingly in favour of the abolition ot
the late night shopping, so long as it was
made general. We had to spend consider-
able time over the problem of bringing the
small ghops into line, but 1 am ecertain that
when we adopt the change the general pub-
lie will be glad of the alteration.

Mr. FOLEY: We all recognisc that there
must be gome alteration in regard to the
late shopping night, The last time we made
an alteration many deelared that they would
be roined. [u my opinion the hardship wili
fall exclusively on the smaller shops. It
will result in centralisation, in putting added
business into the big ecity firms doing a
eongiderable parcel and postal trade,

Mr. MONEY: I agree with the last
speaker. Undoubtedly the proposed chaoge
will wean centralisation and will rob the
smaller shops to enrvich the larger. The
people of each diatrict hy referendum ought
to decide .whether or net the late night
should be abolished. This question was not
before the clectors at the last clections.

Hon, T, Collier: Many questions have
eropped up since the last eleetions.

Mr. MONEY: lu my distriet it has never
been before the electors. We should not
take from the people the right to say whe-
ther or not they shall have a late shopping
night. If it is desirable to alter the pre-
sent custom, it should be altered by the
people themsclves.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member argues that because this was
unot submitted to the people at the
lagt general clections, Parliament has
no right to make a change. Then
he goes on to declare that if should
be left to a poll of the people. Surely the
lion. member i’ not acripus. There I8 no
more reason why n person working in a shop
shpuld Le subjeet as to his working hours
to the will of the people than should a per-
son working in a mine. Why ghould shop
employers alone have te work for 12 hours
at @ stretch on one day in the week? Ia
it esseptinl to the well-being of the people,
or to the conduet of business?  Certainly
not, Not only ig it not essential, but T say
it is nothing more than a mere custom. Yet
the wmember for Bunbury would perpetunate
that.
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Mr. Money: I say it should be left to
the people, -

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Why
should the people be able to say that thous-
ands of shop employees shall work 12 hours
a day, largely for the amuscment of those
who have finished work?

Heon. P. COLLIER: It is provided that the
half lholiday shall be Saturday, with the
provise that a majority of the shopkeepers
in any shop district ahall have the right to
petition the Minister to change the holiday
from Saturday to any other day. That is
conferring a very great power on a majority
of the shopkeepers. 1t is an important de-
parture from the provisions of the existing
Aet, Take the metropolitan aren from Mid-
land Junetion to Fremantle, over which the
half holiday has heen fixed on Saturdays,
Under this provision, over that arca we may
have half holidays on every day in the week.
We should retain the provision whieh en-
ables vs to fix a common half holiday over
that area. Wo do not want the shops in
Perth to be closed on Saturday, and people
going to Subiaeo to do buginess. I would like
to retain the right of the people to decide
the matter if necessary by way of refer-
endum,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We are
giving fairly extensive powers to the Minis-
ter, but after all it is difficult to get an Act
of this kind which can apply practically to
the whole of the State, without giving powers
to vary conditions in one distriet as against
another. The purpose is to give power to
the Minister by proclamation, only at the
request of the majority of the shopkeepers
in any particular centre, to vary the half
holiday. While we werc taking cvidence in
the country it was suggested that from the
point of view of the employces it did not
matter in the slightest whether the half holi-
day was on Saturday, Wednesday, or Thurs-
day. In the metropolitan area it iy entirely
different. The people in the town shounld not
be so interested as those in the country.
The sclect committee thought that the Min-
igter should have the power by proclamation
to mecet the wishes of the shopkeepers in
those cases where they would he expressing
the opinions of those who would be doing
business with thom.,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What about Xal-
goorlie or Boulder?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It would
not apply in those towns. In a cenire like
the metropolitan area a referendum weuld
ba taken, but where there was no peint in
taking a refercndvom the shopkeepers them-
selves would determing whether it was de-
sirnhle to close on Wednesday or Saturday
afternoon,

Mr. PICKERING: In country distriets
any day but Saturday would be suitable for
the half heliday. The farm hands all receive
their holiday on BSaturday, and that is the
only day on which they have a chance to
go into the township to seeure their sup-
piies,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Tlon. P. COLLIER: I recognise the nc
for machingry which will permit of the vm
ation of the half-holiday in the differe
parts of the State. Kalgoorlie and Bould
have seleeted by general consent the We
uesday half-holiday, and I do not think the
would be any desire to change that day -
Baturday; and se it might be in count:
towns, Moreover, I object to giving so mu
power to shopkcepers without consulting ti
shop assistants or the general publie. Whe
the Saturday half-holiday was introduced i
the metropolitan area, it was largely ti
result of agitation on the part of the she
agsistants. In this case the whole power
eentred in the mnjority of the shopkeeper
True, the Minister states that the power res
finally with the Minister, and tha{ no Mini
ter would darc to alter the half-holiday, B
if a wmajority of the shopkecpers in pu
suanee of this clause were to present a pet
tion to the Minister, urging the change ¢
the halt-holiday, pressure would be Dbroug)
to bear on the Minister to give effect to i
and it eonld reasonably be argued, ¢*Wh
have you placed this provision in the Aet |
yau have no intention of aceceding to our r
quest?’” [ have no desire to see tt
Saturday bhalf-holiday  taken away
the desire of the majority of b
shopkeepers without consuiting the wish
of the employees or the general publi
I+ is throwing a great deal of responsibiiit
upon the Minister, The whole of the sho
owners in a district may petition for
change, while the shop assistants may pet
tion to the contrary effect. No doubt th
Minigter would take o referendum in th
event of any sneh dispute.

The Minister for Mines: Surcly in a sma
country town the shopkeepers can give a
opinion which would render unnccessary nuw
thing like a referendum?

MTon. P. COLLIER: Yes, bhut there is v
opportunity given to the employees in com
try towns te express an opinion.

The Minister for Mines: There are vev
few of those.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do uwot suppos
there would be many, but mest of the shoj
employ one or wmore assistants who would )
entitled te consideration.

Mr. MONEY: To obviate the difficulty i
reforence to the Saturday afterncon holida
it would Dbe better if the Bill provided f«
the continuation of the present arrangemen
and in the event of an alteration bheing d
gived there would he no necessity for a pr
elamaktion or petitien. T move an ameni
ment—

That in Tine § of the proviso, ““Satw
day’’ Dbe astruck out, and ‘fthe same da
as at present observed’’ he ingertod i
licu.

Mr. JOHNSTON: In most of the countr
towns the Saturday night shopping is co
tinned up to 9 o’clock, while the elause pri
poses to bring in the Baturday half-holida;



[ NoveEMBER, 1920.]

This would dislocate everyone’s business, and
1 hope the amendment will be aceepted.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Under
Clausc 99 the existing conditiong will not be
affected. When a variation is required a
pctition can bo lodged.

Amendment put and negatived.

On motion by Hou W. C. Angwin, the
following words were added after ‘‘sub-
stitution'’ in line 10 of Suheclause (2):—
““The following Elcetoral Provinees, namely,
the Metropolitan  Province, the Metropeli-
tan-Soburban Provinee, and the West Pro-
vince are hereby united inte one shop dis-
triet by the name of the ¢ Metropolitan Shop
Digtriet”” and shall be deemed to have been
established by Proclamation under this Acto’

Clauge, as amended, agreed to,

Ctanse 101l—agreed to.

Clange 102—Registration of small shops:

Mr. SMITH: Subelauge 3 would operate
very harshly againgt a number of poor
people. It would, for junstance, prevent
Muaoris, who come under the heading of
I'olynesiang, from obtaining a license to con-
duct a small shop. The Jews of Palestine
wounld cowe wnder the heading of Asiaties,
My experience is that they, nre hard-working
and industrious people. There are many such
persons in Perth who ure carning o living
hy ‘keeping small shops. I know of some who
arc the mothers of men who have fallen at
the FPront. Why should we debar these people
fiom keeping a small shop? L move anm
mnendment—

That Subelause (3) be struek out.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: You
Polynesians and Asiaties. .

Mr. SMITH: 1 vefer to the Jews of
I*alestine.

Hon. P. Collier:
to Palestine now.

Mr. SMITI{: No, they are not. The sub-
clause will work n hardship on many Jews
who are keeping small shops in the suburbs.

Amendment put and negatived,

Mr. SMITIL: As the Committee have de-

vided to retain the subelause, T move the fol-
lowing amendment—

would eut ont

They are all going baek

That the following words be added:
‘4 Provided these restrietions shall not ap-
ply to Jews. "’

By exeluding members of the Jewish race,
we wonld inflict a hardship on o large num-
her of respectable citizens. [t is not the
intention of the Committee that hardship
should be imposed. T trust the Comumittee
will agree to the proviso I have suggested.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Tt would be unwise if
any distinction, as suggested by the member
for North Perth, were agreed to. It postu-
fates that it was intended to inflict a hard-
ship upon certain scctions of the community.
Such was uot the intention of the Committee,
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The intention is to eliminate unfair compe-
tition which has grown wp in the suburban
areas, whereby these small shops are kept
open till all hours while the shops kept he
persens who have to employ assistants have
to be closed at certain hours. The small
shop nuisance has become very pronounced
in the outer suwburbs and we have come to
the conclusion that they should only be
aliowed to continve in certain circumstances.
We provide that widows, old or physically
disabled persons and, in cases of great hard.
ship, others may be allowed to countinne in
buginess at the diseretion of the Minister.

My, Smith: 1€ a person comes trom Asia,
ho cannot have a small shop hecawse he is
precluded from opening one.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: TIf the Tows vome
from Asia, can the proviso be in order, see-
ing that we have already deeided that
Asgiaties are not allowed to have shopa?

The Minister for Mines: The amcndment
simply climinates one section of those af-
feeted.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: In those ecircum-
stanees then, if it is bencfieial so far as this
particulur class of people is concermed, T
have no objection to the amendment. T do
not desire to penalise the Jews.

Hon., P, COLLIER: I question whether
Subelause (3) includes the Jews at all. The
Jews comprise a sect, not a4 race, and the
distinetion between the Jew and ourselves is
one of religion. The Faet that a Jew is born
in Palestine does not make him nn Asiatic
iny more than an hon. member horn in India
would he an Tndian,

The Minister for Mines: Under the State
and Federal law at present, persons born in
countries along the Mediterranean ecpast in
Asia Minor are termed Asiatics and cannot
reeeive the full privileges of citizenship here.

Hon. P. COLLIER: All T ¢an say is that
1 think the law is wrong,

The Minigter for Mines: So do L

Hon. P. COLLIER: The locality of birth
does not determine the matter. Numbers of
Englishmen have been born in Indin but
they are not Indians.

The Minister for Mines: Our laws inter-
pret that they arc Agiatics whea they are
horn in thess conntries in Asia Minor.,

Mr. Pickering: You might have Asiatic
Jews, as well as Epropean Jews.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Yes, that is go.

Mr. O'Loghlen: They say that the Jews
started Bolshevigm.

Hon, P. COLLIER:
this will lead us.

I do not know where

Mr. Smith: My amendment will make it
clear.

Mr. Pickering: Tt will complicate mat-
ters,

Hon. P, COLLIFR: I do not desirc to en-
courage any disabilities regarding the Jews,
who are very estimable eitizens, but it is
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hard to make distinctions. The amendment
wonld admit those who are not British sub-
jeets but who are born in alien countries,
while at the same time it will exclude British
subjects, in the person of those coming from
tndia.

Mr. Smith: Why did you not vote to knock
oot the clanse altogother?

Mon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member
did not push the yuestion to a division other-
wise T might have voted with him.

Mr., WILLCOCK: T venture to assert
that not more than ong per cent. of the Jews
in Western Australia came from Asia. Just
heeause there was a question of the nation-
ality of ona Jew who came from Palestine,
members  are  seeking  to  ecall them all
Asiatics. Fifty to sixty per cent. of the
Jews in Australin eame from England,

Mr. Pilkington: They may still be of the
Asiatic race,

Mr., WILLCOCK: But they are British
subjects.  This will not prevent any Jew,
Asiatie or I'elynesinn from keeping a shop.
Tt will merely prevent any such person from
keeping his shop open later than other shops.

Mr. Johnston: When Australions’ shops
are ~losed.

My, WILLCOCK: That is so. If we be-
Heve all we have heard about the commer-
eind ingtinets of the Jewish people, they will
be able to make sufficient duwring the ordin.

ary hours withont secking the advantage of .

an estra two howrs’ trading. .

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The member for North
Perth is agking that Palestine Jews shail be
given twe hours advantage over Australian
storckeerers.

Mr, Smith: That is not what I asked.

Mr. GRIFFITHS8: T would put them all
on the same footing.

Mr. Smith: That is what T want.

Mr, GRIFPFITHS: I know many Pales-
ting Jows, and good ritizena they are, but I
de not helieve in giving them an advantage
which Australian shopkeepers will not enjoy.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: If the amendment
in passed, every Jew will have an advantage
over Australian shopkeepers.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The member for
North Perth should make his amendment
read that the restrietion in Subclanse 3 shall
not apply; otherwise the proviso will apply
{o the whole cvlause. .

Mr. SMITIT: [ shall accept the supggestion
of the member for Boulder.

The CHATRMAN: The amendment now
reads, ** Provided that Subsection 3 shall not
apply to persons of the Jewish race.'’

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result—

Ayos .. .. .. 18
Noey . N 16
Majority for .. -

[ASSEMBLY.}

AYES,
Mr. Broun Mr. Mitchel!
Mr. Brown Mr. Pllkington
Mr. Draper Mr. Scoddan
Mr. Foley Mre. Smith
Mr. George Mr. Teesdale -
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Underwoond
Mr. Harrison Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Hardwick
Sir H. B. Lefroy {Teller.)
Mr. Maley

Nons,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Munslo
Mr. Apgwin Mr. Plickering
Mr. Chesson Mr. Rocke
Mr. Colller Mr. Troy
Mr. Duft Mr. Willeock
Mr. Johnaton Mr. Wilson
Mr. Jones Mr. O’Loghlen
Mr. Lutey (Peller.)
Mr. Money

Amendment thus passed; the clause, as

umended, agreed to.
Clauses 103, 104—ngreed to.

Clause 105--Chemists’ aud  druggists’
shops: .

Mr. JOHXSTOXN: I wish to move an
amendment to alter the closing time from
630 to § p.an. I have received a circular
from a large number of chemists in the
metropolitan arca who object to the elosing
hour being 6.30 p.m.

The Minister for Mines: Who are they?

Mr. JOUHNSTON: H. H. Bingemann, F. R.
Plummer, H. F. W, Mohr {W.A, Apothe-
caries, Ltd.), F. W. Collett (Edward Dean
& Co.) John Shadwick, A. E. Arnold, P. B.
Gilieit, H. F. Spencer, W. 0. Qsborne, W.
R. Read, W. Wright, 1. H. Tindale, A. R.
Davis, F. T. Lorman, F. W. F. Danker, John
Rowe, and I, A, G, Murdock.

Mr. Griffiths: Cut out seven of them.

Mr. JOBNSTON: 1 shall not eut out any.
Among the names I recognise the principal
chemists in Perth,

Mr. O’Loghlen: Not at all

Mr, LAMBERT: T have a prior amend-
ment. 1 move an amendment—

That paragraph (a) be struck out,

[f my amendment is carried, chemists and
druggists will have to close at the same hour
as other shops, namely, 6 o’clock,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: On a point of
order, the memher for Williams-Narrogin haa
an amendment to move, and if the amend-
ment of the member for Coolgardie is car-
ried, the member far Williama-Narrogin will
ho debarred from moving his.

The MINTRTER FOR MINES: Tf the
amendment of the member for Coolgardic is
not carried, the member for Williams-Narro-
gin will have an opportunity to move his,
Tf om the other hand it is carried, it will
indicate that the Committee favour 6 o’eloek
closing for chemists and not the later hour
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suggested by  the member for Williams-

Narrogin.

Mr, JOHNSTON : If the member for Cool-
gardie wonld agree to move to strike out all
the words after ‘‘*at,”’ I would thex bLe in
i position to move my amendment. Having
moved my amendment before the member for
Coolgardie moved his, [ contend that T should
not be prevented from moving it by any
amendment of his,

The CHATRMAN: | have not yet put the
hon. membher’s amendment. Does the mem-
ber for Coolgardic accept the suggestion?

Mr. Lambert: Yes, ao long as I can get
the opinion of the Committee as to my
amendment.

The MINISTER IFOR MINES: The Bill
provides that chemists’ and droggists shops
may remain open uatil 6.30, but that other
elasses of shops shall elose at six. What we
want s an cxpresston of opinion from ‘the
Committee ag to the amendments of both hon,
members, and the only way to sceure this is
to adopt the suggestion of the member for
Williams-Narrogin,

My, TAMBERT: The Pharmacenbical
Soeicty bave taken a vote of their members,
the mujority of whom are in favour of the
carly cloging, The master chemists are pre-
pared to keep a night dispensary going in
case of necessity, and this would overcome
any diffieulty that might be created by the
shops closing at the earlier hour suggested.
A medieal man usually knows where to get
a preseription made unp if it is urgently re-
quired. The member for Williams-Narrogin
apparently desires to go back to the old
order of things.

Mr. Johnston: T want the eight o’clock
eloging, in the interests of the lives of the
people.

Mr. LAMBERT: Hardly a single master
chemiat is in favour of keeping open to a late
hour. Anyone who deals with a ehemist knows
that chemist's address; or, failing that, 1t will
be known to the doctor. ‘There is no ocen-
sion to keop chemists’ shops open late merely
to meet possibly imaginery cases of cmer.
weney,  In country districts cveryone knows
where o chemist is to he found.

Mr. Money: Aud ecountry people fre-
quently have to travel 10 or 12 miler in order
ta rench a chemist,

Mr. LAMBERT: Quite so. From what I
have read of the evidenee, T believe that the
seleet committee examined this question very
earefully. The only serions objection to n
uniform closing of chemists’ shops was made
by Mr, Scurlock.

Mr. Smith: Tf you arc baeking the select
vommittee, why do you not stick to their re-
commendationa?

Mr. LAMBERT. The cvidcuce of certain
witnesses has since been modified. Mr, Seor-
loek has written to the Pharmacentieal So-
ciety as follows:—

T consuited with

Spencer—

Messrs. Arpold and
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These are men who were opposed to the idea
of wniform closing, desiring to remain open
until 8 or 9 p.m.
and we are of opinion that we do not wunk
to stand in the way of the majority at-
taining the ideal of carly closing. We are
therefore agreeahle to 6 p.u. as the closing
lionr, on condition that the clause in re-
tereace to the supply of medicine by chem-
iata after six, should, in the interests of
suburban resilents, be given a liberal in-
terpretation; and we suggest that the word
‘“necessary '’ replace the word ‘furgent.’’
Mr. Munsie:  The word ‘‘urgent'’ does
not appear in the Bill
Mr. LAMBERT: The Bill says *"in any
emerpgency,” which means  practically the
same as ‘‘uvpent.’’  Shutting the shop at
6.30 pam. would mean that the chemist would
not get wway before 7 o'clock, ©nd that
would not be fair to either the master chem-
ists or the assiatants. There are very few
chemista’ shops in the suburba,

Ion, W. . Angwin: Are there not!?
Mr, Smith: There are half a dozen in my
electorate.

Mr. TLAMBERT: The suburban shops are
mostly bronehes of Perth shops. Closing at
i p.m. means that the chemist will not be
away hefore ahout 6,30, and this will ensure
every neeessary opportunity for the making
up of a preseription. There are ¢hemists re-
siding at their places of bnsiness who sit at
their shop doors until 9 p.m.; but is it fair
to hring those chemists into competition with
other chemists who desire to get away from
business at a reasonable hour? Not onc re-
sponsible master ehemist in the metropoli-
tan area has offered any opposition to six
o'vlork closing, We rshould at least have
some regard for the interests of the young
nssigtants,

Hon, W. O, Angwin:
as it stands,

Mr. LAMBERT: T quite beliove that the
hon, member is singere in holding the views
he does.

The Minister for Mines:
step forward.

Mr. GAMBERT: There is no doubt about
that, and | do not think that the Minister
is really opposcd to the 6 o’elock closing, Tf
the clause is altered to 6.30, that really means
that the shops will remain open till about 7.
If one or two delay closing, others will re-
main open, The chemists took a vote on the
question and those in favour of e¢losing at
i o’clock totailed 51, and those against 12.
The greater number of those against, have
now withdrawn their ohjeations,

Hon. W, C, Angwin: There are 107 in the
association,

Mr. LAMBERT: They were vireularised
and notified that the ballot would be taken.
BaYlot papers were sent out, ond of those
returned, an overwhelming majority was in
favour of 6 o’clock closing.

Hon. W, C. Angwin. That was the deter-
mination of & minority.

T support the Rill

Tt is a very good
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Mr. LAMBERT: At any rate, on the vote
that was taken only 12 out of 63 voted against
it, notwithstanding the recommendation that
~was brought in that ne unnccessary harm
would be done to the public if the chemists
were brought ingo line with others in the com-
munity regarding 6 o’clock closing.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: The petition referred
to by the member for Williams-Narrogin was
signed by 17 chemists, who opposed the

- thortening ¢of the hours. Of thesc 17, three
represented one shop, another was unregis-
tered, and three others withdrew their objec-
tions,  The numhber was brought down three
to tew.

The Minister for Mines: That was on the
hasis of the compromise we discussed when
we arrived at 6.30.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: As indicating what a
country chemist thinks of the matter, let
me quote the following letter. He says—

imergencies are few and far between.

The emergenciez constitute the big argu-
ment in favour of keeping open the
chemist’s shop. Tn theory, the chemist
has an evening hour to provide for emer-
geneies, which have o pleasant little habit
of occurring after he closes, howaver late
be may be. In practice, they have to
keep open to oblige a few lazy people who
-are too tired to come round earty. The
Sunday morning hour—when the chemist
could get one—was chicfly taken vup in
supplving photo. films, face powders, and
shampoos. The work of a pharmaecist is
exacting and responsible. From eight to
ten hours, a meticulous exactitude is
enough for any man, and I think the pub-
lie will be efficiently served in that time.
It is not fair to ask any man to be na
slave to his profession, and a little fore-
thought on the part of the public will en-
able pharmacists to live more like normal
human beings, withont any real injury to
anyone.

Fon. W. C. Angwin: They can close up if
they like.

Myr. Lambert: And because of these peo-
ple, he wants to keep open. It is absuord.

Mr, GRTIFFITHS: The letter also states—
In Victoria a Bill was carried shortening
the chemists’ hours. This was earried in
conjunction with other businesses, grocers,
ste.,, and was law before the chemists
noticed it. Then there was an uproar, A
meeting of -chemists numbering 160 was
held, and much fuss was made. The
president pointed out it was now law, and
he advised that they give the Bill six
months’ trial, and then meet; if it were
felt there was an injustice being done
or inconvenience inflieted, they should
petition the Government for an altera-
tion. Six months later they met, and
those who were most strongly against the
ghortening of hours, were quite satisfied
that the inwmovation had worked most
satisfactorily. Of that big body of
chemists, four were in favour of reverting
hack to the old time.

[ASSEMBLY.) .

Regarding the point which has been made
regarding the assistants and the long hours
they have to work, there is no doubt that
it is diffieult to got the right type of young
man to take up the profession, because of
the faet that long hours interfere with
study.

Mr. O’Loghlen: That is wrong,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: [ have a aon working
hard for the profession, and I knew what iy
done.

Mr, O'Loghlen: There are plenty of boys
who arc waiting to step inte positions in
chemists’ shops. .

Mr. GRIFFITHY: My bey is working
hard and is ‘‘swattting like billy-e'’ to gel
through his examinations.

The Minister for Mines: 1 know
father ‘‘swats like billy-o’’ lhere,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The shortening of the
liours to 6 o'clock would give these young
fellows a chance to get home at a more ren-
sonable time,

Mr. BROWNX:
seleet committee

his

The evidence lefore the
was entirely in favour of
6 o'clock cloging. We cxamined three wit-
nesses, of whom two were definitely in
favour of 6 o'elock clusing, and one wag in-
different. Tn Albany we examined two wit-
nesses who were in favour of 6 o’clock, and
in Katanning we gave a chemist there an
opportunity to give evidence, He did not
appear, as presumably he was too busy, and
we came to the conclusion that so far as
Katanning was concerned, there was no
objection to G o’clock closing. Qut of 102
chemists in the metropolitan area who were
asked by ballot to decile the question, only
14 opposed 6 o’clock closing, The conclu-
sion of the select committee was that thev
were almost wholly in favour of 6 o’clock.
The committee apprecinted the arguments
ut up by certain chemists that if the hours
were reduced from 8 to 6 o'clock in one
jump, the change would be so great they
would not know where their business stood,
The committee decided that a compromise
between 6 and 8 o’clock would be fairly
met by 6.30, Tt was on that ground that
the committee tecommended the 6.30 clos-
ing. A good many of the chemists outside
the metropolitan area argued that pcrsons
going to work in the morning would leave
prescriptions to be picked up on their re-
turn in the evening if they were allowed till
6.30 p.m., and so there would be no hard-
ship on the outside chemist. It iz a very
good compromise, and will not interfers
with cither the welfarc of the chemist or
the convenience of the publie.

Mr. PICKERING: The report of the se-
lect committee shows that most of the chem-
iats are against early closing.

The Minister for Mines: It is not so.

Mr. PICRERTNG: Mr. Plummer ohjects,
and Mr, Spence objects,

Mr. Lambert: Plummer is not in busi-
ness, and here is a letier from SBpence show-
ing that he does not object.
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Mr. PICKERING: 1 Dbelieve the ma-
jority of the evidenee is against the pro-
posal.

Mr. Lambert: [ere is 2a
among the chemists.

Mr, PICKERING: If the same thing is
to apply to country chemists as to the eity
chemists it will not fit in at all. At Bus-
selton it is egsentinl that the chemist’s shop
should remain open later than other shops.

Ton. P. Collier: Under the Bill the chemist
ean make up preseriptions at any time.

Mr, PICKERING: But if the doetor 1s
out of town?

Mr. Lambert: Then the chemist could not
get a preseription. The chemist in Buassel-
ton lives on the premises.

Mr, PICKERING: He does not.

Hon. P. Collier: Then he ought to.

Mr. Pilkington: He can still supply medi-
aines in an emergeney, even if there is no
preseription,

Mr, Lawmbert: What about keeping open
architeets until § o’elock? Tt would do a
lot of you fellows good.

Mr. PICKERING: Country chemists should
he allowed to keep open until § o'ecleck. T
will oppose the amendment.

Mr. Lambert: Your
tribite o my intelligence.

The MINTSTIER FOR MINES: The solect
ccinmittee gave a great deal of time and
attention to this point, and [ think its re-
commendation might be accepted, although
not of course without consideration. The
vhemists were given every opportunity for
expressing an opinion on thig question. A
fair percentage of them did se, but the bal.
ance apparently did not care which way it
went. We called only three of those chemists
representing the view of those whe wanted
G o’clock, but those opposed to the earlier
hour were invited to come along in Fforce.
Thus it may appear from & perusal of the
evidenee that there were more opposed to it
than in favour of it. Tn point of faet, the
large majority of the chemists were in fav-
our of the reduction of the hours. The ques-
tion affects, not the chemists alone, but also
the convenience of the public. Because of
this, we got into touch with the West Aus-
tratian branch of the British Medical Asso-
ciation, and asked them whether, in the pub-
lie interests, it was necessary to keep the
chemists open after 6 o'clock. They called
it meeting at which 24 doctors attended, and
the meeting was wnanimously in favour of
G o’clock. Dr. Holland, who was appointed
to give evidence hefore the select committee,
snid that doctors would be glad to have the
ehemists' shops closed at 6 o’clock, for it
wounld then give the doetors an opportunity
for fixing an earlier cvening consultation
hour, He assured uws that the public wounld
not suffer, beeause in cases of emergency the
neeessary medicine could always be procuved.
Both the doctors and the chemists are pre-
pared to meet the pogition. The only differ-
ence of opinion amongst the chemists was
that of city against suburb, the diverting of

ballot taken

opposition i8 a2
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the business from ovne ¢hemist to another.
Amoeng the opponents of 630 p.n. closing
is Mr. Danker, -

Mr, Lambert: He would not have a dozen
pieseriptions a week.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Under
the measure he would he able to dispense
doetors’ preseriptions at any time. Chemists
will not he able to sell face powders, but
there is no need to keep chemists’ shops open
in order to supply face powders, The com-
promises would give the general publie half
an hour nfter other shops close, which i3
a vcasonuble time,

Mr. Pickering:
pni?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, be’
cause it represents a step forwavd. [If later
on chemists desire to adopt 6 o'vlock clos-
ing, they can then move in that direction.

Mr. PILKINGTON: I support the amend-
ment. There appears to be an overwhelming
mass of cvidence in favour of 6 o’elock
closing, not only from chemists but from the
doctors.

The Minister for Mines: Dr. (arter, who
was formerly a chemist, gave evidenee in
suppotrt of G o’clock closing.

Mr, PTLKTINGTON: Tt is important to
notice what the doctors said, beeauvse the
medical profession may well represent the
nceds of the publie. The doctors would be
the first to objeet to 6 o’clock closing if
their patients were likely to be deprived of
the assistance of chemists when required. T
have not heard any evidenee in favour of
closing chemists’ shops at 6.30 p.n,

Mr., O LOGHLEN: Not the slightest evi-
denee was tendered by country chemists or
anyone elsc to indicate that any real hard-
ship would result to the public if 6 o'clock
closing were adopted. As a member of the
seleet eommittee 1 agreed that 6.30 p.m. re-
presented a reasonable compromise, but since
the presentation of the committes's report,
the principal oppencnts of carly closing have
further considered the matter and have asked
for other ameudments. T therefore intend
to support 6 o’clock closing.

The Minister for Mines:
to the Bill?

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: Why did not the Min-
ister stick to the Bill carlier in the evening?
T (o not wonder at the ¢hemists who opposed
carly closing having xeeanted, beeause when
they gave evidencee, they had not perused
their own trade journals which eclearly indi-
cated the advantages which had followed the
introduction of shorter hours in Vietoria aud
New South Wales,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tn Flinders-street,
Melbourne, T saw three chemists’ shopa open
at 8 o'clock on Smday night.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Under this measure
our chemists will be able to open on Sunday
night, but their shops will be ¢losedl on SBun-
day and holiday mornings.  The chemists
who opposed carly closing now favour 6
o'clock clogsing, T shall support 6 o’elock
closing, believing that an overwhelming ma-

Are you sticking to 6.30

Why not stick
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jority of the chemists desire it and thot no
hardship will be inflicted.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1Y any member has a
doubt regarding the attitude of chemists
#generally T would point out that, of 63 who
voled on the question of carly closing, 51
favoured closing a 6 p.m. A few chemists
wonld keep open all night if permitted to
o so, The member for SBusgex would keep
the lash over a man all night long.

Mr. Pickering: Do not he silly.

Mr. LAMBERT: He always adopts that
conservative attitnde towards any measure
whieh aims at improving the general eondi-
tions of workers.

Mr. Pickering: On a point of order, am ]
the subject of discugaion or is this Bill wder
discussion ?

The CHAIRMAN:
order.

Mr. Pickering: T objert to the remarks
of the member for Coolgarilie.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for (lool-
rurdie may proceed,

Mr. LAMBERT: If the wmember for
Bussex were a chemist he would keep assiat-
auts working all night. This iz his attitude
tn anything that savours of reform. The
hon. member vcloses his office at 6 o’c¢clock or
carlier, and a majority of the chemists are
arking to be permitted to close their shops at
a reaganable hour, The chemists desire to
safeguard the public interests; they are pre-
pared to open a night dispensary., What adl-
ditional anfeguard would the hon. member
desire?

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: 1T intend to vote
for the clouse as it stands. The committee
have done well to make the closing hour 6.30.
We must give consideration to the suburban
chemiata, Tn the past there has been a ten-
dency to drive the business into the city to
the detriment of the suburbs, There are 102
chemista in the metrépolitan nssociation and
only 51 voted on the questien of early clos-
ing, and T guarantee that most of these re-
side in Perth and Fremantle.

Mr. PICKERTNG: T give an unqualified
deninl to the misstatement of the member
for Coolgardic. The conditions which ap-
pertain to the city and snburbs do not apply
to the country. T shall support the Bill as it
¢omes before us,

Mr. LAMBERT: The chemist in Bussel-
fon not only runs a chemist shop bat a motér
service to Auvgusta, and is away from his
shop for two or three days a week, and it is
upon this flimsy pretext the member for
Sussex has boilt his argument. The moment
any suggestion is made for the earlier clos-
inr of shopa the old bogey about the suburbs
heing ruined is brought up agein, T will
not refer to the question of the casual way
in which the evidence was taken by the select
eeimittee.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Nothing of the sort!

Mr. LAMBERT: Surely the hon. mem-
ber will ot hold that hecanse a few people
have tendered cvidence for or against this
proposal there is nothing more to be said in

That is not n joint of
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the watter. It is the eommonsense of Par-
liament that should prevail,

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 11
Nocs 17
Majority agninst 6
AYES.

Mr. Chesson ' Mr. Munsle

Mr. Collier Mr. O'Loghlen

Mr. Griffiths Mr. Pllkington

Mr. Jones Mr. Troy

Mr. Lambert ) Mr. Willcock

Mr. Lutéy | {Telicr.)

NoEs.

Mr. Angelo Mr. Mitchell

Mr. Angwin Mr. Pickering

Mr, Broun Mr. Scaddan

Mr. Brown Mr. Smith

Mr. Dreper Mr. Teesdale

Mr. Foley Mr. Underwood

Mr. Harrlson Mr. Willmott

Mr. Hickmott Mr. Hardwick

Mr. Maley (Tatter.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clanse 106—Closing time for certain ex-
cmpted shops:

Mr, LAMBERT:
a new clause?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can
move a new clause at the end of the Bill.

Mr. LAMBERT': T desire to move it here.
T wish ‘to move a new suhclause providing
that ‘“upon the expivation of twelve months
after the proclamation of this Aet the Min-
ister may, on requisition, alter the hour of
closing to six o’clock.’’

The Premier: Parliament ean do that.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is all very well,
but the Premier knows these things are dif-
ferent.

The CHAIRMAN: Where does the hon.
member desire to move that these words be
ingerted ¢

Mr. LAMBERT:
105,

The CHATIRMAN: Clause 105 has been
put and passed. T have ealled Clause 106,

Mr. LAMBERT: T did not hear yon enll
it.

The CHATRMAXN: The hon. member said
he desired to move a new clause, and [ gaid
he would have to move it at the end of the
Bill. Clause 105 is passed now.

Mr. LAMBERT: T do not think the Coin-
mittee understood that you put Clause 105,
Sir.

The CHATRMAN: The hon, member munst
resume his geat. The Committee is on Clanse
106, Does the hon. member desire to diseuss
Clause 106 ¢

Mr. LAMBERT: No; but I do not like

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member must
resume his seat.

Ts it possible to insert

At the end of Clause
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Mr. SMITH: Where are cooked meat
shops and fish and oyster shops exempted
from having to close at 6 pm.?

The CHAIRMAN: Not under this clavse.

Hon. P. Collier: They are provided for in
the Bill. They can keep open till 11 p.m,

Mr, SMITH: TUnder whieh clanse?

Mr. Willeock: 1nder Part 2 of
Fowrth Schedule.

Mr. SMITI: That schednle does not say
what hours these shops may keep open. They
arc not cven mentigned inn the other exempt-
ing clawae, Clause 111.

Mr, Willcock: Provision is made for them
in some part of the Bill

The CHAIRMAN: Order! T camnot al-
low this diseussion to proceed any further.

Progress reported.

the

ASBENT TO BILLS,

Message from the Governor received and
readd  notifving  assent to  the following
Bills:—

(1), Parliament (Qualification of Women).
(2), Westrnlian Meat Works.

(3), Supply (Ne. 2), £350,000,

(4), Carriers.

House adjourncd at 11,32 p.m.

Tegislative Councfl,

Wednesday, 10th November, 1920,

Queations ! Butter from the Eaatern States

Repntﬂsblon peefecence to ceturned soldiers ... 15626
Venereal dlsea.-m compulsory cxnmlnatlons ... 1625
Leave of absenco e 1528
Bllls: Tresaury Bonds Dcﬂclcney, 3n - 1626
Nurees* Reglatration, recom., report | 1526
Optlcians, 2r, . ver 1627
Gmrdlnnshlp of quants “on, . 15682
City of Perth Endowment Tands, com. 16338

The PRESIDENT took the Chaiv at 430
pnt. and read prayers,

QUESTION—BUTITER FROM EASTERN
. STATES.

Hon. J. DUFFELL asked the Miniater for
Education: Have the Government acquired
the whole or any part of the butter im-
ported from the Eastern States and, if so,
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on what ferms as regards quantity and
price? If the answer to this question is in
the affirmative, what is the reason for this
action?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, No, but the Government Dby
zuarantee have agsisted the committee of the
West Australian Butter Factories' Asgsocia-
tion to purchase 250 boxes at landed cost,
viz,, 28. 744d. b, 2, To assist the local but-
ter factories in marketing their product.

QUESTION—REPATRIATION, PREFER-

ENCE TO RETURNED SOLDIERS.

Hon. J. E. DODD asked the Minister for
Hdueation: 1, Have the Government pro-
vided in contracts made by them, such us
the Wheat Marketing  Agrecment amd
others, for preference to veturned soldiers’
2, Tf not, will they insist npon the prineiple
of preference heing ohserved in all future
contracts?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, No, 2, Yes, where practicable.

QUESTION—VENEREAL DISEASES,
COMPULSORY EXAMINATIONS.

Hon. J. BE. DODD asked the Minister for
Edueation: 1, Ts it a fact that the Com-
missioner of Public Health has used the
power of taking action on secret informn-
tion wvnder Section 236 of the Amending
Health Act, 1918, against women only? 2,
Of the 40 women who were compelled to
submit to medical examination since the
Act eame into force, who pays the cxpenses
in the following cases:—(a}) the six women
found to be free from infeetion; (b) the
twe wonien who - were doubtful: (e} the
woman whose ease is pending? 13, Are thn
women who were wrongfully required to
mnderge bedily examination unable to as-
certain on what grounds the Commisgioner
of Public Health had rcason to believe they
were  suffering from venereal diseases, and
have they the means of aseertaining on
whose information be acted? 4, Upon what
grounds do the Health Departmcnt ¢laim
that the provisions of the Aet in relation to
compulsory treatment are operating suceess-
fully, when only 26 cases out of 40 ans-
peets have been subjected to treatment?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, The Commissioner has not dif-
ferentiated in the action taken. Ta one

case a statement implicated a man, but des-
pite every effort Te trace him le was not
located. 2, n all eases mentioned porsons
had the right to go to the distriet medieal
officer or public hospital and be examined
there pratis, This information was con-
veyed to each person when first appronehed
on the matter. Tt is incorrect to state that
six women wore found to he free from in-
feetion. 1n each of these eases ong negative
examination was marde, Such negative ex-



